Research and the cumulation of knowledge in Physical Therapy.
Published research contributes to the knowledge base that distinguishes one discipline from another. More research is now published in the physical therapy journals, but concerns with the profession's knowledge base continue. The study examined citations from 78 clinical articles published and indexed on three thematic areas in Physical Therapy between 1951 and 1990. Unique items and multiple-cited items were identified and counted and their sources ascertained. Linkages among multiple-cited items in each thematic area were identified and described. Most cited items were unique and not from the physical therapy literature. Few linkages were identified among the clinical articles. The lack of evidence of cumulation or of coherence among the articles examined and the extent of reliance on non-physical therapy sources suggest that concerns with the knowledge base of the profession are well founded.